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PouiricalL. 


Darpan, a new paper, of the 9th March, is glad to hear 
sr 3 : that Lord Dufferin has succeeded in relieving 
rie cst of the Indian Contingen = =Tndig of the cost of the Indian Contingent 


serving in the Soudan except the charge on account of their pay. 
) 
we 


The same paper advises Government to cultivate the friendship 
of the Ameer of Cabul,as the Russians are 
anxious to extend their empire in Central 
Asia. 
¢ The Sahachar, of the 11th March, says that Government still 
distrusts the native soldiers. Government 
the native soldiers and the native ti]] gpprehends that another Sepoy Mutiny 
stil may break out. The rifles with which the 
native soldiers are armed are not of equal quality with those with which the 
English soldiers are supplied. There is no fear now of a rising of the native 
soldiers. Government should soon furnish the native soldiers with rifles 
as excellent as these with which the English soldiers are armed. The 
native soldiers are prepared to sacrifice their lives for the English Govern- 
ment, Owing to Lord Ripon, the peace of peaceful India has increased, 
and there is not the remotest possibility of internal disturbance. Half the 
number of the troops of the native princes are at the disposal of the English 
Government. The Nizam, the Begum of Bhopal, and the Sirdars of the 
Punjab are eager to send their troops to the Soudan. If a war breaks out 
with Russia, all the native princes of India will join the English. 
4, The same paper says that Russia did not say anything when 
— England conquered one part of India after 


another, when raising a cry about Herat, 
she annexed Scinde and a part of Beluchistan, and when she annexed 


Quetta quite recently. Does not the argument which holds good in the 
case of England hold good in the case of Russia also? The writer is bound 
in justice to say that the advance of England towards the east of Afghan- 
stan 1s as dangerous to Russia as the advance of Russia towards India is 
daugerous to England. Is it not true that O’Donovan and other English 
ples incited the Turkomans to rise against Russia? Has Russia been 
guilty of any such action in India? Of course what the Turkomans can be 
persuaded to do, Indians can never be persuaded to do. Russia knows 
that all Indians will oppose her. For this reason she has not tried to 
make Indians disloyal to the English Government. But is not 
the Russian Government aware of what the English spies do? The 
wnter says that under Russian rule the oppressions formerly com- 
mitted by the rulers of» Bokhara, Khiva, and Merv have been put 
an end to. The slave trade has been abolished, person and property 


ave become secure, and the Turkomans who formerly carried away as slaves 


the men and wom 101N] 
en of adjoining countries have become peaceful labourers 
and traders, If Alehasien ) : 


Neha tan too is occupied by Russia she will be benefited. 
aga " that every country of Asia should be at least for some time 
vice rule of a European power. The policy which the English 
power cae pursuing is not likely to make Afghans its friends. That 
nih will be the first to send troops to Afghanistan will be consi- 
Aha 2 - as their enemy. Government should bear in mind that, 
way be ae it may help the Ameer with men and money, and whatever 
so. nbd ey gee the Afghans will become hostile to it if English troops 


Wait near the Be iio Under these circumstances, the. best policy is to 


Afshanistar i ee England has nothing to lose from the occupation of 


: Civilization will gain if a 
and the Russian Empire touch each ie” nif the British Indian Empire 


Friendship with the Ameer of Cabul. 


PuRVA DARPAN, 
March 9th, 1885. 
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March 14th, 1885. 
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March 16th, 1885. 
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5. The Patdkd, of the 13th March, says that, according t¢ 
made with England, Italy has ent soe 


ships to occupy and strengthen the . 
and Massowah which belong to the Porte. The English Cabinet is acu 


against good policy by secretly making over the possessions of { 
whe is a friend of "Mastin, to Italy. There will be sufficient ova 
this to be suspicious about the policy of England. England has no ia 
right to make over the Sultan’s possessions to Italy than France ‘hope 
ls India to Russia. : as 
. The same paper says that a war will surely break out 
i ial Kogland and Russia if the Afghan Ne 
gland and Russia. , ° nda 
is not amicably settled. It is, therefore 
glad to learn from the Pésoneer that Government is making preparations 
for war from this time. From the attitude of Russia it appears that she 
will not be satisfied until she occupies Herat. Under these Circumstances 
that project should be frustrated, if possible, before Russians enter Herat. 
7. The Arya Darpan, of the 13th March, is of opinion that India has 
cca roused the cupidity of Russia. It is not pr. 
’ bable that Russians will invade India withi, 
9 few years, but they are clearing their way.. They are trying to Occupy 
Herat, for that will give them an opporturity of carrying on intrigue with 
Indians, England is, however, on the alert, and is doing her best t 
defeat the object of Russia. 
8. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 13th March, says that the people of 


Russia ana England. India will be great losers in the case of a wa 


between Russia and England, no matter 
whether the English are victorious or not. | 


9, The Uchit Vakid, of the 14th March, says that the English have 
The greedinees of Englishmen and fallen into difficulties in Eeypt and the Soudan 
accusations of the misgovernment of owing t0 their greediness. The English are 
eee also coveting Burmah that they may freely 
carry on trade with that country. Many Englishmen are also proclaiming 
that there is great oppression in Kashmir. Though they say that there 
is great oppression in Kashmir they cannot prove the truth of their allega- 
tions. Kaglishmen say so because they cannot rupture the spleen of 
natives, and commit similar oppressions in that State. It is not wisel 
displease the native princes, who are the only support of Government, by 
false accusations in this time of danger. The Editor hopes that Lord 

Dufferin will check those Englishmen who make such false accusations. 
10. The Prabhdtt, of the 14th March, suggests that natives of 
teenth ine respectable birth should be given high poss 
in the army. This would gratify them aud 

benefit the British Government. 

11. The same paper is glad that the Government of India has no 
mee listened to the advice of interested Huropeats 
to annex independent Burmab. , 
12. The Sanjivant, of the 14th March, says that the Mahdi has be 
Si done any harm to the English, and therefore 
the English should not shed unnecessary 

blood to suppress him. It is a matter of great regret that a man 
Mr. Gladstone should lose his senses in a matter like this. etbe 
13. The Dacca Prakash, of the 15th March, does not approve hes 

The boundary dispute. policy of inviting the Ameer of Cabul : 


interview at Rawul Pindee. The mussl0g | 
troops may terrify Russia indeed, but it may also rouse her to action. 


may also rouse the suspicions of the Afghans who have no good feeling os 


England, Italy, and Torkey. 
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‘ta English. The British Government is not satisfied with merely inviting 
0 py + ig making preparations of war both in India and in England. 
e criter thinks that a peaceful solution of the difficulties is very much 
i able. England can erself spare two lakhs of men for fighting in ‘case 
pre "There is an army of 1,90,000 men in India which alone can 
; F Russia beyond the Caspian. The Native States can help the English 
vith four to five lakhs of fighting men. With the princes and people of India 
ia ile England, Russia will not be able to touch a single hair of her head. So 
the writer does not understand why the English are going to launch upon 
another war before the war in the. Soudan 1s over. ‘There are powerful 
neighbours in Europe. ‘hen why are the English afraid of having Russia 
ssa neighbour in Asia? If there be any real cause of fear they should 
try to strengthen the defences of the frontier, and if Russia really makes 


an advance, then she may easily be taught a very good lesson. 


14. The Sddhdrant, of the 15th March, says that, if a war breaks 

7 . out between England and Russia, poor Indians 
ee will suffer very much, as the prices of goods 
will rise. If there be a war it will continue for along time. Indians will 
be ruined if they have to defray the expenses of the war. The writer 
recommends that the English should somehow pacify Russia and retire. 


15. The Som Prakash, of the 16tn March, does not believe that 
Russia will easily venture to invade India. 
There is also small probability of Russia 
being able to maintain her sway over India even if ehe invades it. But 
Russia will be able to trouble England by remaining near the frontier of 
India. The efforts of the English Government to enter into a friend- 
ship with Afghanistan are praiseworthy. The Russian Government has 
begun to insult and slight’ the English Government intentionally. The 
English and Russian Governments agreed together to settle the Afghan 
boundary by a Commission. The English Commissioner, Sir Peter 
Lumsden, has long been in Afghanistan. But the Russian Commissioners 
have not yet made their appearance. Russians have been also occupying 
new places on the frontier under Sir Peter Lumsden’s eye. Who will not 
say after this that Russia is not desirous of entering into a friendship with 
England? The acts of Russia have made inactivety on the part of England 
impossible, It is not unnatural that Russia should try to extend her 
dominion upon finding England involved in difficulties in the ‘Soudan. 
Troops are now being sent to the Soudan. But the writer considers the 
fettlement of the Afghan frontier to be a more important matter than the 
sending of troops to the Soudan. 


16. The same paper says that the English Government should adopt 
Bild ak a tecten the same course in Egypt that it adopted 
Rhea: . In Afghanistan. It should appoint a new 
a ive and tell the Mahdi to submit to hisrule. The advice of Prince 
: pppeeti that Egypt should be placed under the Sultan of Turkey, and 
. ¢ should be entrusted with the settlement of all matters is good. The 

an will be able to settle all matters in such a way as to maintain the 


'stige of England while not robbing E Pits | : 
Q ptians also will be satisfied, robbing Egypt of its independence. The 


17. The Samaya, of the 16th March, says that there is every pro- 
Dificulties of England. bability of wars breaking out in various 
if Encland quarters against England. It will be well 
We sy can preserve her honour without bloodshed. The writer has un- 
ae fonfidence in Mr. Gladstone, and he believes that Mr. Gladstone 

1 _ceclare war if he can help it. If Mr. Gladstone declares war, . the 


| “itor will conclude that blood hed 
upbold the prestige of Enelan 4 shed has become absolutely necessary to 


England and Russia. 


SaDHARANI, 
March 15th, 1885. 


Som PRakAasH, 
March 16th, 1885. 
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NAaVAVIBHAKAR, 18. The Navavibhdkar, of the 16th March, says that cross ; 
— will be done if those who are beinc 
The Soudan War. 9 Cine sent to 
the Soudan as camp followers are made ¢ 
: , 0 
work as labourers. The writer believes that the Home Government } 
thought it proper that the three thousand Indian troops should be employ. 
ed to protect the labourers who will work in the construction of the projected 
railway from the troops of Osman Digma. The land for the railway will soon 
be surveyed, and the troops will have soon to accompany the surveyors, J, 
not this course rather rash ? Could not the English like Russians lay taj). 
way lines as the whole army advanced? It will indeed be very difficul 
to first construct the railway and then to transport troops. No one cap 
ascertain how much blood and treasure will have to be spent upon this wa 
It really grieves the heart to think that Mr. Gladstone, after passing , 
virtuous life, has committed this great wrong in his old age. ; 
NAYAVIBHARAR. 19. The same paper says that it hoped that Lord Dufferin would not 
do what Lord Ripon had not done. That 
hope has been fulfilled. There is no pro. 
bability of a war with Burmah. Lord Dufferin will probably warn the 
Burmese king like Lord Ripon by friendly advice. The writer has no 
objection to the extension of British trade in Burmah. But he is against 
a war under the pretext of injury to commerce. 
MussuLMan BaNDHD, 20. The Mu:sulman Bandhu, of the 16th March, says that Russia is as 
March 16th, 1886, aclend much afraid lest England should give away the 
eT Russian frontier to the Afghans as England is 
afraid lest Russia should advance beyond that frontier. The writer advises the 
English to be cautious. They should take care that Russia may not throw 
the blame of seeking waron England. If Russia fires the first shot, it will 
not: be difficult for the English to obtain redress, 

21. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 16th March, contains an 
article on Russian advance, from which we 
extract the following observations :— 

Sir Peter Lumsden has advised the Afghans to resist any further 
advance of Russians. By acting in this manner Sir Peter has 
shewn great courage. But what will he do if the Russians advance 
further and the Afghans fly before them or are defeated by them! 
If in such a case Sir Peter falls into any danger, loses bis 
life, or flies away, what will the Afghans think of it? They will probably 
seek the protection of the Russians. The British Government has brought 
this danger upon itself through its inability to see through the wiles of 
Russia. Sir Peter’s advice to the Afghans has been followed up by 4 pr 
test by the British Government against any further advance on the par of 
Russia. This protest has not been disregarded. Considering the va 
resources and political influence of England, it does not appear probable 
that Russia will lightly go to war. England already powerful enoug! 
to fight with Russia may be assisted by some one OF = 
of the Continental Powers, and if she receives that aid she will be rs 
to crush Russia. But if Russians enter Afghanistan and are joined by be 
Afghans, if the people of India take up arms against the British OY 
vernment, at least refuse to assist it in the hour of danger, if Nepal tures 
against it, and the King of Burmah and the savage tribes in India 5 3 
to commit depredations in the country, England will have ample groun® 
fear. Nobody can tell whether the Afghans are friendly to the English, & 
whether natives will take up arms against the British Government, thoug 2 
a matter of fact they are distrusted by it. Burmah and the savage tribes 
the enemies of the British Government. Of Nepal nothing 18 known. 
far as the Editor can see, he is of opinion that natives will not rise agains act 
British Government. It is for Government to consider whether 0 
they should be conciliated, 3 


Njustice 


Burmah. 


Dae ar a = : : ; ee oe. ek ee | POP cee hee SOR aye Re. be San atg. ct Re aR Ee sie = 


ANaNDa BazaR Bosal d 
PaTRixa, ussian advance. 


March 16th, 1885, 
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99 The same paper thinks that, if the Heratees of their own free will A™pip Bazan 

Si deliver their country into the hands of Russia, March 16th, 1985. 
Rossians and Herat. England should not make any protest. The 
+ has no authority over Herat, which is practically a free country, and if 
oy sple choose to be governed by Russia, England will only be picking 
_ ait with Russia by objecting to that action of the Heratees. If 
ST asdaat enter Herat, the Amir will be compelled to throw himself for 
rotection unreservedly into the hands of the English. England also will in 
the meantime be able to make suitable preparations for war and to bring 


the Soudan war to an termination. 


29. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 17th March, says that Russia wha a a 
has taken the opportunity of the embarrass- "=" 
ment of the English in the Soudan to create 

disturbance on the Afghan frontier. It would not be easy for the English 

to fight with two powerful enemies atone and the sametime. It is as 

difficult and costly to send troops to the Soudan as to Herat. The writer 

desires that the English may not be as much humiliated at Herat asin the 

Soudan. The writer is afraid that in the case of a war on the Afghan fron- 

tiers, the chances of success are very small for the English. The subjectsof the 

Amir are not loyal to him. Though the writer is under the conviction that 

Russia will not be able either to enter India or to do any harm to the English, 

yet in the case of a war India will be drained of men and money. It would 

be a matter of great regret if so much misfortune should befall India during 

the administration of the peace-loving Gladstone. He would do well to pacify 

Russia, and to take steps to prevent the outbreak of war. 


24. The same paper says that the English had no just cause to °°" \"™4™ 


is Gentes War. engage in a war in the Soudan. Mr. 
d , Gladstone undertook the war to please a war- 
like nation. The writer thinks that the war should be brought to a 


Rusia and England. 


speedy close. When Gordon is dead, there is no more necessity for 
fighting and bloodshed. 


20. The Swrabhi, of the 17th March, says that those are mistaken who —sczasar 


The strvagth of Boland, think that England will most probably be Mac? 27 18. 
a defeated if a war breaks out between her and 
ussia, and that her defeat is certain if the latter is aided by Germany or 


any other Euro 
her troops 
Haglish 


pean military power owing to the smallness of the number of 
as compared with the number of those of the enemy. Though the 
; standing army is smaller than the army of Russia or Germany, no 
fy ty can assemble such a large number of troops within a short time 
han geen The offers of assistance in the prosecution of the Soudan war 
A i. The day the news of the fall of Khartoum was received offers 
i. _ came from Canada, Australia, India and the Cape Colony. 
a : reaks out between Russia and England, England will obtain help 
aeef ‘ sheep England is still the greatest naval power in the 
al etd naval power is still equal to the combined naval power 
ha En baree European countries. England can bombard the sea coast 
er ag country, Though the number of English troops is thus 
Ssdian oi “» Many doubt their efficiency. They doubt whether the 
a roll: will be able to fight with a European power when they are 
poge Acie the latest improved arms. The English Government 
ie ti, ick oe the heroism of the native soldiers by excluding them 
Ne a ollices in the army, and has not been able through its distrust 
opal — that devotion, which prompts one to make all sacrifices. 
Bs cairte ai Bs Indian soldiers are now as worthless and spiritless 
sland wis to the fault of Government. The writer hopes that 
~~ 80t Continue to act thus foolishly at this time of danger. 
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26. The same paper says that it will be foolish to oo | 
to Afghanistan to fight with Berg . tu 

can harass Russia by fighting in the om 
and the Black Sea. The Amir has sought the assistance of the T. 
but being a protegé of the English, he is unpopular with Afghans ngllish, 
certain that one party of Afghans will assist Russia: conse, " 
if England fights with Russia in Afghanistan, she will have to fioht ntly, 
a party of Afghans also. It will be unwise for England to fight with .- 
in connection with the Afghan boundary. USSla 
27. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 18th March, says that the 


territories of the Amir lie bet 
Empires of England and Russia ae Z 
Amir is friendly to the English, who have given him the throne of ( } 
their position becomes very strong. The English are making every fon 
to defend the frontiers. The writer does not think that Russia vill be 
able to invade India easily, or to achieve success even if she invades it I 
war is declared against Russia, the native princes will help the Enolsh 
with their armies. ° 

28. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 18th March, asks, what 
should the English do in the case of a war? 
7 Are they to place Russia in possession of 
Herat with a view to make an amicable settlement, or are they to ficht with 
Russia and make her feel their power? The writer thinks, if one of these 
alternatives is to be adopted, it should be adopted, without any loss of time, 
The writer advises Government to enroll all natives of India as volunteer 
in one month, and in the next to take steps like Lord Ripon to 
conciliate the natives. If 250 millions of natives are so minded they can 
destroy all Europe. 


Russia and England. 


Russia and England. 


Russia and England. 


~~» 29. The Prabhatt, of the 20th March, says, that the enemies of 


Kashmir often advise the English Govern- 
ment to annex that state from fear of Russia. 
These are now accusing Kashmir of carrying on secret correspondence with 
Russia. The English are daily obtaining evidence of the loyalty of the 
princes and people of India, These are all anxious for the stability of 
English rule in India, and if still the English distrust the ruler of Kashmu, 
this will bring about only mischief. No trustworthy friend should be mate 
an object of suspicion. 

30. The Bangabdst, of the 21st March, says that a short time ago 

the English made a formal demand thal 
Russia should withdraw her troops from the 
frontiers of Afghanistan, Russia paid no heed to the demand. Instead of 
withdrawing she began to advance. Every one expected that there would be 
war. But no such thing. The natives of India were disappointed at the 
cowardice of the English. But the writer thinks that there is some deep 
diplomatic meaning in this display of cowardice. He cannot believe that the 
lion will tremble like a lamb before a bear. The declaration of Mr. Glat 
stone on a subsequent date, that Russia will remain on the debatable land, shovs 
that the formal demand of the English has not been complied with, The 
writer does not understand why a demand was made when the English could 
not enforce compliance with it. Many are sorry to find England lowers 
herself before Russia. The writer is for peace with honour. Peace with 
dishonour is the root of future quarrels. But perhaps there is some deep 
meaning in all this. 
_ _ Russia wants to gain time by negotiations. She is not sincere 
in her professions for peace. She wants to gain time in order to collect 
troops, to construct railways, and to make other preparations for ct 
Speculation is rife everywhere in India as to the probabilities of war. 


Kashmir, 


Russia and England. 
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one’s enemy when he kicks there can be no quarrel. 

- papa the insult offered by Russia, if she leaves the debat- 
rt to her, there is no chance of a war between these two countries. 
of a country, like the fortune of a merchant, depends entirely 
fngland will lose her credit in Asia if she is insulted by 
There is every chance of victory in fair fight, than why does 
for herself to be defeated and ruined without fighting? The 
aware that the Pnglish understand the truth of what he Says, 
might have lost their senses in time of danger. The writer be- 


adhe t the English are secretly making preparations on a gigantic scale. 


lieves tha 


They simply want to know whether Abdur Rahman is a friend. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


31. The Paridarshak, of the 8th March, says that the people of India 
| had great faith in British justice. But now-a- 
British jastice in India. days they are losing their respect for it. It 
iano exaggeration to say that the English offenders are never punished 
in British India. They get no punishment for violating the chastity 
of females. The inhuman cruelties perpetrated by these men are simply 
intolerable. Formerly the oppression was confined to tea-plantations, but 
it has now spread all over Bengal. The fault lies at the door of officers 
who could easily have checked the spread of oppression if they had liked. 
The officials seem to think that natives of Bengal are no better than the 
natives of Africa. . Do they consider natives to beso foolish that they cannot 
distinguish justice from injustice? Itis not proper for these officers to neg- 
lect their duties by letting off their countrymen who are guilty of serious 
offences. Police officers receive their pay to check the perpetration of crimes ; 
but the English officers did not hesitate to punish a native police officer be- 
cause he had arrested an Englishman. When the weak are oppressed by the 
strong, they look up to the king for redress. But they lose all hopes if the king 
does not iprotect them. Can anyone, after thinking maturely on the cases of 
Webb, Glover, and Walker, come to the conclusion that there is justice in this 
country? Qan anyone, satisfied with such justice, hope for anything good in 
this country ? ~The newspapers fill their columns every day with stories of 
Oppression committed by Europeans on natives. When the lives and 
properties of natives have become unsafe, when natives are being killed by 
Europeans like wild beasts, the Judges release the culprits as innocent. 
How can the people say under such circumstances that Government has a 
mind to do good to them? ‘The natives cry in agony, and they are told 
that they have no hope. 
2. The Chdru Vdrtd, of the 9th March, says that the High Court 
tei iia does not think that the Appellate Benches will 
do any good to the country, because they have 
bot been constituted in accordance with the recommendations of that Court. 
“y writer believes that these benches will more hinder the administration 
justice than facilitate it, and asks Government not to establish them 
“Sunst the advice of the High Court. 
33. A correspondent writing to the same paper is glad to find that a 
Arad from Hichlia to Jamalpore.  TOad is being constructed from Hilchia to 
Sa ee Jamalpore, But from the manner in which 
~~ f0ad 1s being constructed, the writer thinks that it will be impassable 
Ming the rainy season. 
34, The Hindu Ranjika, of the 11th March, says that Government 
The sale of justice, levies taxes with the object of providing for the 
“ubject eo oe security of life and property, and so, when a 
»womes to it for justice, it should not charge him anything. The writer 
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thinks that the English are wrong in levying a stamp duty and court-fees, 
They fill the treasury by ruining poor men. 


Hisne Pansika, 35. The same paper says that the Defence Association has interferea 
March 11th 16865. in the cases of Laluram Panday and Mr 
Rainey in such a manner that, unless Govern. 
ment takes steps to stop the mischief, it will be necessary for the leaders of 
the native community to establish a Native Defence Association to counter. 
act its influence. 


Munentpapap 36. The Murshedabad Patrika, of the 11th March, savs that the 


PATRIKA, 


March 11th, 1e06, ‘The Ranaghat-Bhagawangola Rail- Imperial Government ean spend lakhs for 
way. palaces in Simla, and for railways on the 


frontier. The Local Government too spends much money in vain. But jt 
has no money for the construction of a few miles of railway, namely the 
Ranaghat-Bhagawangola line, for the benefit of the people of the districts 
of Nuddea and Murshedabad. It can spend money on _ unproduc. 
tive public works, but it has none to spend on a reproductive work like 
this. | 
SAHACHAR, 37. The Sahachar, of the 11th March, says that Lord Dufferin has 
— The expenses of the Indian troops sent recently done a great service to the country 
to the Soudan. by not consenting to the Home Government's 
proposal for the saddling of India with the whole of the expenses that will be 
incurred for the Indian troops who have been sent to the Soudan and for their 
attendants. Lord Kimberley supported Lord Dufferin in ihis matter. Both 
Lord Dufferin and Lord Kimberley are deserving of the thanks of Indians for 
this service. But Lord Dufferin is entitled to greater gratitude, inasmuch 
asit isnot certain whether Lord Kimberley would have done this service 
to India if Lord Dufferin had not first strongly protested against the Home 
Government’s proposal. It has now been settled that India will have 
to pay only the fixed salaries of those men. If more troops are sent from 
India, it will, on the strength of this precedent, be able to refuse to defray 
any other expenses but their salaries. Tnis is no small gain. Indians 
could have done nothing if they had been saddled with the whole of the 
expenses. A war is also about to break out between the English and Russians 
on the Afghan frontier. India will probably be saddled with the whole 
expenses of that war, upon the ground that Russians are coming to invade 
India. But Lord Dufferin can easily diminish the burden upon Indians by 
acting like Lord Ripon. The best course would be to try to avert the war. 
If that is impossible, the Home Government should defray a portion of the 
expenses of the war. 


RAWACHAR 38. The same paper says that it would have been well if Mr. Larmime 
had been appointed to officiate for Mr. Beames 
as Coa:missioner of Burdwan instead of being 
appointed to officiate for Mr. Halliday. 


SaHacHat 39. The same paper says that Government has done well in not abo- 
lishing the Calcutta Normal School. The 
Editor hopes that the school will prosper ut 
der the new head-master, Baboo Jadu Nath Mukerjea. 


SamacnaR. 40. The same paper says that there are native overseers in many 
districts for inspecting the work of the postal 
runners and for making roads passable. Bul 
as these men submit their reports in Bengali to the Postal Inspectors, ther 
reports are of no use when the Inspectors happen to be Europeans. The 
writer recommends that, under these circumstances, natives should be 4p | 
pointed as Postal Inspectors on a larger scale. If this is done, business will 
probably be more smoothly done. 


A native Defence Association. 
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ndent of the Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 12th 

ain March, says that a few families in Dhuboil 

gaarcity in Dhuboil, Kashtes. in Kushtea are in want. It is eer a 

considerable distress in this place in the beginning o 

— es "eae which passes by the village has stopped the flow of 

er tion water into it, and so its lands have lost much of their old 

eit The writer thinks that there should be a cutting to allow water to 
: lage. 

a 43, ‘The Education Gazette, of the 18th March, thinks that the 

7 Tenancy Bill has been so greatly modified 

The Bengal Tenancy Bill in deference to the opposition of the zemin- 

dare, that neither the zemindar nor the ryot can think that it will help 


“a Mr. Knight compares the tenantry of Bengal with that of Egypt ; 
bot he does not take into consideration one fact which makes a great differ- 
ence, In Bengal, agriculture depends upon the rains, while in Egypt it de- 
pends upon regular inundations. The portion of Bengal where the land 
derives its productive powers from the inundations is very small indeed. 
The Egyptians pay the kheraj indeed, but their condition is by no means 
enviable. 

43, The same paper says that it holds itself aloof from the agitation 
| ie for introducing the elective system in the 
—— Bengal Legislative Council, because it thinks 
that if natives are successful in the matter of Self-Government, representation 
in the Bengal Council will follow as a matter of course. | 


44. The Arya Darpan, of the 13th March, is glad to find that . Lady 
—" Dufferin and female educa- Dufferin iS doing her best to encourage 


female education in India. Her endeavours 
are sure to make female education successful. 


4). The same paper is glad to hear that the Government of Bengal 

$ ae has appointed a Commission to enquire int 
The Civil Court Commission. ppoin miss qui 0 
i. — the condition of the amla of the Mofussil 
ourts, 


48. The same paper approves of the sentiment expressed by the States 
Set ht) antes man that the loyalty of the natives is the best 
=e fortification for India. If natives are loyal, 
Aussia will not be able todo anything. The foundation of this fortification 
tea trong. But it is often shaken by two classes of men : first, by 


a who want to abolish the armies of native princes ; second, the mem- 
8 of the Defence Association, 


47. Baboo Kalicharan Mundal, writing to the same paper, complains 


te Sunder ee tised by foresters. in Of the oppressions practised by zemindars, and 


especially those practised by the officers of the 


a “partment, on the people of the Sunderbuns. The sufferers are not 
shing ‘Ad ay the imposts, but they complain of the Oppression. People 
fone Ae r in the Sunderbuns cannot get passes in less than three or 
re to pa ormerly they used tocome home direct, but now-a-days they 
lrester af double impost and have to come home vid the office of the 
for not return, they have to return their passes. Some people were fined 
With boats Ia ler passes. People often find it difficult to come vid the office 
pera with cargo, because they have to come along broad rivers 


B we ful]. * Not very safe in stormy weather, especially when the hoata 
4 


+ The frajé Bandhu, of the 13th March, says that rice at one time 


sold at eight maunds per rupee, but now-a- 
days it is selling at the rate of 3 or 4 rupees 
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per maund. Who can tell what brought about such a rise in the prices of 
rice? There has been an apprehension of famine for the last two years 
Last year some believed in the rumours of a scarcity, others refused to put 
any faith in them. The year rolled on, but the rumour was not silenced 
People began to talk of the indifference of Government, and to be afraid of 
the consequences of the impending famine. But still the attention of 
Government was not attracted to the matter. Gradually the famine 
has assumed gigantic proportions in the districts of Burdwan, Bankoora and 
Beerbhoom. The accounts of the sufferings in different villages of these 
districts are pitiful and heart-rending. Many have already fallen victims 
to starvation. Many lives could have been saved if attempts at relief had 
been made at an earlierstage of the famine. Government is now 
Opening annachhatras in various places. The Bangabast too has earned 
the blessings of many by opening an annachhatra. Some of the edn. 
cated natives too have given much help to the poor. The management of 
these annachhatras does not appear to be satisfactory. They are situated 
at great distances from each other, and many persons having some pretensions 
to respectability cannot have recourse tothem. The writer thinks that, 
when Government has undertaken to relieve famine, it should appoint able 
men and make good arrangements. 

49. The Pratikdr, of the 13th March, disapproves of the proposal made 
by Mr. W. C. Bonnerji, Barrister-at-law, for in- | 
creasing the fee for the B. L. Examination, 
The Syndicate has rejected his proposal for raising the fee to Rs. 500, and 
now he is anxious to have it raised to Rs. 100. 

50. The same paper says that it is not a fact that old Sir Rivers 
Thompson is governing the country well, and 
| that the native press falsely accuses him as 
worthless. He is guilty of narrow-mindedness and one-sidedness at every 
step. He thinks that no other Government would have tolerated the polis | 
tical agitations set on foot by educated natives and the native press. The 
writer on the contrary thinks that the despotism of Sir Rivers is tolerated 
only in a country like Bengal, the people of which are cowardly and loyal. 
He has at the Trades’ Dinner given expression to what was apparent from his 
action long ago. Intelligent ond educated men are an eyesore to him. 
Those that do not regard him as ma bap are regarded by him as rebels. It | 
is surprising that the Government of India did not read a lesson to him for 
his speech at the above dinner where the Viceroy was present. What will 
be the feelings of the people when they take into their consideration the 
fact that the Viceroy did not protest against the speech of a Provincial Gov- 
ernor which ran counter to the acknowledged policy of Government! 
Lord Dufferin’s speech simply showed his individual goodness. If the Lieu: 
tenant-Governor is not reproved for his speech, he will do as he says, and 
his subordinates will outdo him. The attitude of Government does not 
give satisfaction to the people. The policy of the Lieutenant-Governot 
seems to be to protect the wicked and to punish the good. He wa 
hard upon the Commissioners of Calcutta who were innocent. He never 
speaks a word when murderers escape with a small fine. He protected 
Mr. Beadon, though the proofs of his inhuman cruelties were conclusiv® | 
Te does not take notice of the deaths by starvation in his own provint, 
The object of his Government seems to be to provide for his friends 
relations under the Government. Are these false accusations ? Is there 
no modicum of truth in all this? 

51. The same paper says that the seditious placards which hare 

' tations 
appeared in some of the railway § b 
have been posted up either by mad men oF J 
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hose interest it 1s to rouse the suspicions of the Government against 


those W 


—" The same paper says that the Provincial Goyernments and 


their subordinate officers do not act accord- 
qhe polity of Sir Rivers Thompson’ = In» to the noble policy of the British Govern- 
. for instance, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal follows the prompt- 
_ this own weak mind in the government of this province. He is 
ing? ® r becoming the ** Ma bap” Governor of a barbarous people, but 
gar of the British Government is much more than this. It is his duty 
wel wd his subordinate officers, but instead of doing this he is anxious 
< sen them. Sir Rivers may do well as a Governor of the Negroes, 


bot not of Bengalis. Is it not the duty of the Supreme Government to 
have an eye on such rulers ? 


. 


same paper says that the people of Bengal will be happy 

can fe "it they can se to believe that their ruler 

The famine. never does them any harm, that the 

Government is very merciful, that it is their father and their mother, 
snd that the country will prosper if the Government is satisfied. 

Famine is gradually assuming gigantic proportions in Burdwan and 
other districts, but Government does not take sufficient steps to relieve 
the sufferers. It does not even make an enquiry as to whether the 
famineis a fact. The native papers are crying at the top of their voice, 
but Government puts no faith in them. It is under the impression 
that the native papers never speak the truth. Last year, when the 
Government was at Darjeeling, the reports of the famine alarmed ita 
little, The Lieutenant-Governor came down to the afflicted districts and held 
anenguiry, and the conclusion which was arrived at was that, though there 
would besome distress for two months before the harvest, there would be no 
famine. The coming down of the Lieutenant-Governor produced more 
evil than good, for he came by the railway and went away by it. Poor 
people could not come to him and tell him of their sufferings, He came 
and he went away with the impression that the condition of the people 
was good. Government has at last sent a Huropean official to enquire 
into the condition of the people. What he will report to Government 


is buried in the womb of futurity. Ifhe says there is no famine, all is over 
with the people. 


54. A correspondent writing to the same paper complains of 


Complaints of Dhoradahe, me - wretchedness of the roads at Dhora- 


09. The Gauhar, of the 13th March, says that the sending away by 
jt Dofferin and the deputation Lord Dufferin of the deputation consisting 
— of the Maharajah of Durbhunga and others 
Who waited upon him in connection with the Rent Bill, simply with the 
remark that the Bill was very advantageous to the zemindars, is 
Lot worthy of his calm nature. The Editor hopes that Lord Dufferin 


wll reconsider the : 
aes matters that were urged upon his notice by the 
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request that the Manager will enquire into the matter and see that gentle. 
men are not insulted in this manner in future. 
57. The Sanjtvant, of the 14th March, says that the Supreme Legislatiy. 
Council has passed the Bengal Tenancy Bil 
in spite of all opposition, and so has the 
Bengal Legislative Council passed the Bill for the construction of the 
Kidderpore Docks. Tne Chamber of Commerce says that the Docks yl] 
not benefit commerce. Medical men say that they will be injurious t, 
public health in Calcutta, and economists consider that the Port Commis. 
sioners will be involved in debt for them, and still Government thinks tha 
they should be constructed. 
_  §8. The same paper hears that the people of Netrokona in Mymen. 
Protest against Sir Rivers Thompson’s Singh have sent up a protest against Sir Rivers 
speech. Thompson’s speech atthe Trades’ Dinner. 
People in different parts of the country are beginning to speak out their 
mind. Rulers like Sir Rivers should beware. 
59. The same paper learns that some of the zemindars of Nabhatj 
eehieae applied to the Lieutenant-Governor for 
Heese re-opening relief works, and have been told in 
reply that continuance of local relief works is not necessary, as_plenty 
of regular employment on good wages is available at Sitarampore. But the 
point to be considered is that if the contractors at Sitarampore are not 
checked in their oppression, no one would be willing to accept work there, 
60. The same paper says that there was an affray between some 
ss Citeattn ttlen European soldiers and _ shop-keepers the 
vam other day at the New Market. The affray 
lasted for two hours. The police entirely disappeared from the 
scene, A native gentleman was waylaid another day at Kender. | 
dine’s Lane. Unless the police is warned to interfere in cases like 
these, the natives will have to go everywhere in companies, and riots and 
affrays will become more numerous. The writer hopes that the Police 
authorities will look to this point. 
61. The same paper says that the Government of India has passed 
ai tients tin the Bengal Tenancy Bill in spite of the 
' Asses wailings of the ryots, who fear that the 
Bill, if passed in its present form, will ruin them. Government has of 
course the power, if it likes, to devastate the country by firing upon 
it, But why were then representatives of both zemindars and ryots 
taken into the Council? The manner in which the business of the Council 
was conducted was ludicrous. No sooner wasa proposal by an Hon'ble 
Member put to the Council than it was lost. If Government was deter 
mined not to hear arguments, why were respectable. gentlemen given 
seats in the Council? The writer does not believe that the new Act wil 
do any good. | 
62. The same paper says that every country in the world is now 
Pn ee a-days busy making preparations for war. ‘The 
interests of the English and: those of the 
natives of India are identical. The natives may cry against those Englishmeo 
who are prone to oppression, but they are great admirers of noble-hearted me0 
like Lord Ripon and Mr. Ibert. They consider that tne suppression of theee 
oppressive Englishmen has become absolutely necessary for the establish 
ment of good feeling between Natives and Europeans in this country. The 
writer is glad to notice that a high military officer has laid the people of India 
under eternal obligation by advising Government to, raise a national In 
army under Indian leaders. He distinctly says that the. national 
will be of no use unless Government hag confidence in it 8 
like ‘tribes like the Mahrattas and Rajputs do not like to enlist themself 


The Kidderpore Docks, 
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my, because they do not find much ecope for the display of their 
‘he writer does not understand why, when the interests are 
sical, Englishmen do not avail themselves of the help of the 
=" It isa mistake to think that the natives are the enemies of the 
4 English education has made them incapable of tolerating 
Eng ce but they are not on that account enemies of the English. No 
ould be lost to organise a Volunteer Corps composed of patriotic 
oat 'e 7 a paper says that, while professing to discourage 
drunkenness, Government promotes the Deputy 
The Excise duties. Collector who can show.a favourable return of 
reise revenue, and so it becomes the duty of every Deputy Collector to 
‘acrease drunkenness within his jurisdiction. The Government of Bengal 
distinctly declares that 16 1s prepared to sacrifice revenue to put a stop to 
he increase of drunkenness, The writer therefore suggests that attempts 
should be made to diminish the importation of foreign spirits, that no 
srog-shops should be allowed to be opened within a mile of each other 
and in the vicinity of schools, dispensaries, bazars, and bathing places. 
Local Boards and Municipalities should be entrusted with the power 
of selecting the sites of grog-shops. The minimum price for a bottle 
of liquor and its proof should be fixed by Government. Tue limit 
of production of a still should be also fixed by the same authority. 

64. One of the special famine correspondents writing to the same paper 
says that the outturn of the crops in Haman- 
pur was less than half in 1290, and in 1291 
nothing. The people in the Hindu quarter of the village are in great 
want. 

Tikipur contains a population of 60 to 70 families. The lands 
are very fertile, but they have not yielded even an anna this year. There is 
no cry of want as-yet. There will be distress in June. 

‘A very insignificant portion of the lands in Vishnupur has been 
cultivated this year. The Mahomedans are in great distress. - 

The condition of Bitra is not bad. Some will be in great want in 
May, many are in want already from want of occupation. 

The fields of Ukaspur have not yielded the full quantity of crop 
for the last three years. This year the outturn is estimated at two 
annas, People say that they never had been in such distress. If an 
embankment be thrown up on the Banka, somewhere near Mahishpur, 
all the villages will be easily irrigated. The writer thinks that this is the 
eg "espe %y hi like that, as there are many who are in great 

occupation. 
Aaa special famine correspondent of the same paper says on the 
tia 0 ; 1e people of Bara Belun, that the Magistrate of Burdwan has 
apd ‘e a as to the system of distribution of rice to the people, 
hus deprive ens to eat in the annachhatras. The people who are 
ie abe or overnment relief are actually incapable. The Magistrate 
declaration of M ago, in favour of the distribution of rice. But since the 
changed his wn : Beames at Budbud, that no rice is to be given, he has 
inte. Te it's 2 an writer does not approve of this step of the Magis- 
of entertains i that all will come to take away the rice, what is the good 
enquiry 5 ‘he services of officers who are making a house-to-house 


in the 3 


Famine in Burdwan. 


There | . Sa 
ate very ‘oh an annachhatra at Bara Belun. But the rules for admission 


females win ae only get relief who can work. The Mahomeda 


aii ty te mo great distress in Kherur. But the condition of Pitambari 
Piorable. ‘There are many who will be in want from May, 


not go out are in great distress. oo 
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The goalas and the people of Bagdipara in Muraripur are in preat 
distress. People having no means of livelihood get their meals at Nash. 
gram. But the Muchis here refuse to eat food cooked by Bagdis, ang 
hence many Muchis have left the annachhatra. 

SaNJIVANl, 


‘issih tiem Wl 65. Baboo Ramkumar Vidyaratna writing to the same paper com. 
plains of the indifference of Government jp 
relieving the distress in Ramporehat, where | 
many have died of starvation, and many more are on the point of death, 
The condition of the people is simply pitiable and heart-rending. Choler, 
has again made its appearance to fill the cup of misery. The sufferings of 
the people are owing not only to the scarcity of food, but also to scarcity of 
water. People are living on such things as arum, snails, and plantain roots, 
The writer is living in the vicinity of Paikpara, with a population of 3,000 
souls. The writer had been to almost every house. With a few exceptions, 
every one is in great want. There are two methods in which Government 
grants relief, viz. by supplying work to the able-bodied and by opening anna. | 
chattras for the benefit of tie incapable. But the people of Paikpara have 
been physically so much reduced that they cannot work. Every effort should 
be made to impress upon the Government the necessity of opening relief 
works at this place. 


SANJIVANL Another correspondent, writing to the same paper, says, on the authority 
of the local zemindar, that out of a population of 300 souls in Jagadhan, 
125 are in a destitute condition. Of these, 32 have been employed by the 
zemindar at the Government rate of relief wages; but he considers the rate 
very insufficient. There are some in the village who are actually on the point 
of death. The zemindars made the condition of the people known to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, but he disregarded their application. The writer 
then questioned the zemindar as to the cause of the death of Jadu 
cLetani, Hriday Mal, Kasi, Kulai and Durlabh Hari, and his reply was 
that all of them had died of starvation. The two former were his near 
neighbours, and he knew everything about them. 


SaMvVaD, PRABBAKAR, 66. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 14th March, says that lakhs of 
sia Mies rupees go every year from the pockets of 
natives to the treasury of Government through 
the civil courts. Big zemindars are becoming beggars by litigation. Never 
was justice sold so dear in India as at present. By enacting law after lav, 
and by increasing the cost of litigation, Government is ruining the people 
of Bengal. Formerly the panchayets used to dispense cheap and effective 
justice to the people, but now-a-days the panchayets have beet 
abolished. 
Maen oho 67. The Grdmvarté Prakashikd, of the 14th March, says that there 3 
re great difference of opinion between it and 
the Govern nent on the subject of the famine 
in Burdwan and Beerbhoom. The English have their thoughts fixed on tie 
subject of the impending war, and they have no time to think of the live 
and properties of their subjects. So the authorities think that seditious 
Native Press, having nothing else to do, has raised the ery of famine. 


eamvests. .. 68. The same paper says that though the hot season 
Scarcity of water in the villages, 


Famine in Ramporehat. 


Litigation in Bengal. 


Thompson to the sanitary condition of his favourite district. 


that no good resulted from the appointment of the Nudd 
Comuuission ? 


» 
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e paper is glad to hear of the establishment of the Nuddea 
er ” District Association, and prays to God that 
the Association may prosper. 

70, The same paper says that the Chuadanga Registration Office 
should be located in a brick-built house, or 
kept in a room attached to the sub-divistonal 
fice, in order that thefts may not be committed in it as was done 
some time ago. ' ; 
7], The same paper complains of the mismanagement of the affairs 
of the Calcutta University. The writer 
ismanagement in the Calcutta Uni- is gyrprised to find that, though a notice had 
veruiy. been issued mentioning the dates on which the 
different papers were to be set for the B. L. Examination, yet no attention 
wag paid to it by the authorities who set other papers on those dates. 
The sole business of the University is to conduct examinations at the 


ond of the year, and it is a matter of regret that the University authorities 
eonnot do even that properly. 


72, The same paper complains that though the Nuddea Road Cess 
Committee has been speaking of repairing 
the bridge at Tarapur on the road leadin 
from Kumarkhali to Pubna, and though a few beams have been brought to 
the spot for the purpose, the repairs have not yet been undertaken. | 


73. The same paper is sorry that the Imperial Legislative Council 
stsiias Se has passed the Tenancy Bill with modifi- 
cations which are liked neither by the zemin- 

dats nor by the ryots, and in spite of remonstrances from both these 
classes. The writer thinks that by revolutionizing the relation between land- 
| lords and tenants the Bill will bring on much mischief. Though certain 
classes of tenants have got certain privileges, it would be easy to bring 
about evil from the good that the Bill intends to do. 


(4, The same paper advises the municipalities in the mofussil to 


pay more attention to conservancy, sarita- 
tion, and drainage than to structural 
improvements. 


75. A correspondent writing tothe same paper does not understand 

Die Kesieshll minstelgality why the Kumarkhali Municipality should 
ee J entertain the services of three clerks. The 

Nite thinks that a large sum should be allotted this year for improv- 
ing the khal below the bazar and the khal on the west of the Kundu’s 
= The writer does not think that Rs. 400 would be quite 
' cient for educational purposes, though he is glad that the municipality 


wd i the management of the local vernacular school into its own 


He thinks that the municipali 

3 , pality can save much money b 

“<p oars. the repairs of roads in proper season, and he is sorry x A 
” een appointed to superintend roads. 

+ the Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 14th March, contains 


Sir Ri ; ; ‘ 
myer, Thompson and native news- aN article from which we extract the following 


nece ; observations:—It has become exceedinel 
cay? Ren the public to put forth efforts to obtain the removal of Sir 
such Ss gy from the throne of Bengal. He has begun to commit 

aditecs “of at 1s, to apply such abusive language to educated natives 
hostility in the native papers, that he seems bent upon sowing the seeds of 
it Rivers a ap of the native population. Every word uttered b 
Datives and nah every official paper published by him, show that educated 
Onor nate eee have become an eyesore.to him. Why does His 

or the R D this hostile attitude when there is no longer an Ilbers 


pon administration ? It would seem. that Sir Rivers will not 
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be satisfied until the seeds of the liberal policy sown by Lord Ripon in the 
Indian administration are completely destroyed. The native press has 
now become a power in the empire, and will not allow itself to be disregard. 
ed. by his threats, but will, the more it is disliked by him, show him the 
greater contempt. In this respect it behoved His Honor to profit by 
the example of the treatment accorded to Sir Ashley Eden by the natiye 
papers in consequence of bis hostility towards them. Sir Rivers has acted 
very unwisely in disturbing ahornet’s nest. His other faults might have 
been in a large measure condoned if he had not abused native editor: 
beyond the point of endurance. It is to be regretted that instead of ep. 
deavouring to mend his ways in consequence of the criticisms of the native 
press, Sir Rivers Thompson has continued in his old course of action. The 
editor takes His Honor to task for the statement made in the last Benoa] 
Administration Report that there are only four native papers in Bengal which 
are loyal and influential. This statement is considered by the writer to be 
widely at variance with the truth. The hdrat Mihir, one of the four 
papers above referred to, has, it is pointed out, long ceased to exist. 

77. The Dacca Prakash, of the 15th March, is glad to hear of the 


The Nuddea District Association. .o tablishment of the Nuddea District Assoc la- 
tion. The one-sided provisions of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the support given to wrong-doing by the Defence Associa- 
tion, and the indulgence of the Lieutenant-Governor, have brought India 
to the verge of ruin. Associations like the one in question should be 
established in every part of India to protest against these proceedings and 
to set up agitations against them. 
78. The same paper has an article on the Tenancy Bill, the purport 
- , of which is similar to that of the article 
e Tenancy Bill. : , 
noticed in our paragraph 73. 
79. The Sddharant, of the 15th March, says that, when it considers 
1 p : ' Government’s indifference to _ pathshalas, 
rimary and female education. 


the bad arrangements for their inspection, 
and the small salaries which are allowed to the gurumahasyas, it 


cannot but feel that it would have been better if the pathshalas had 
remained the same as before. Last year the income of each guru of 
the primary schools amounted to Rs. 43 in the whole year, ora little 
over Rs. 3 per month. Hach guru of the patshalas which only 
submitted annual returns obtained from Government only Rs. 2 during 
the last year. Including their income from other sources, the income of 
each guru amounted to from Rs. 6 to Rs. 7 per month, Government 823 
that the latter class of gurus who were allowed only Rs. 2 in the year 
were not required to show the proficiency of their scholars by subjecting 
them to examination. The writer cannot understand what benefi: the people 
are deriving from these gurus. It is impossible fora man to maintain his 
family with an income of from Rs. 6 to Rs. 7, consequently the gurus havé to 
be more anxious about the sustenance of their families than about the instruc 
tion of their pupils, Last year, out of every four boys of school-going age, 2° 
attended school, and out of every seventy-five girls of school-going ag®& O° | 
attended school. When not even half the number of boys of school-goi0g 
age attended even pathshalas, it cannot be said that the spread of education 
in the province has been satisfactory. It is stated in the Education Repor 
that seven lakhs were sanctioned for the general schools; but out of this sul 
only six lakhs and forty-eight thousands have been spent. Is the Educatio? 
Department, asks the writer, like the the Public Works Departmeat, that ® 
portion of its estimated expenses should be saved? The writer is of op1ni0? 
that the sum which has been saved should have been spent. The condition 0 
girls’ echools is bad only in Orissa. The year before last there were 30 gi = 
schools, But last year there were only $2 girls’ schools. But it 18 5% 

that the local Zenana Association is trying its best to spread female education 
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der thinks that, owin 
are taking awa their di g to 3 
enquire into the eir daughters from the fear of th . 
| matter. T the at Associati 
Education Commiss! i" he ‘ptaedharally ~ vee The . ssociation, men 
taught 10 the same ene ae cee . Pt ge hed yore should 
reading with boys. there can be no h x Bengali oh s should not be 
80, The same arm in girls s leave school 
paper says of such t at 
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are committed upon them by Englishmen, even though they pay taxes ang 
fill the Government Exchequer by buying court-fee stamps. It is doubtfy) 
whether there are in any parts of the world such loyal subjects as Indians 
The Editor desires that this loyalty may not be destroyed by Oppression 
and injustice. ee 
&3. The same paper says that malaria, litigation, and spirituous liquor 
are the three great enemies of Bengal, 
Police oppression and the sale of spiri- Bengal will be ruined if she be not gay 
tuous liquor in Baiochi. ed 
from the hands of malaria. The people 
cannot and Government probably would not put an end to its ravages 
One does not also see how the country will be saved from the second 
curse, namely, litigation. The lawyer class, whose number is gradually 
increasing, do not desire that litigation should diminish; Governmen 
also is anxious to increase the rate of court-fees. The village of Bainchi jp 
the Hooghly district is suffering very much from these two curses. Recent] 
several persons, whose trade it is to create and foment litigation made 
two Hindu inmates of the zenana, who are sisters-in-law, quarrel with each 
other and then brought both before the Court, one as the plaintiff and the 
other as the defendant. The Sub-Inspector of the Pandua Police has committed 
a great wrong in apprehending the helpless Brahmin widow and sending her 
up for trial. How again did he re-arrest the helpless woman after havino 
released her on bail? The Sub-Inspector has committed some other Wrong 
things. He does not apprehend real oppressors and: prove their offences, 
He has made a display of his power by oppressing a helpless widow. There 
is punishment in the law as well as in heaven for such wrong doing. The 
writer hopes that the Sub-Inspector will be more careful in future. The 
writer also complains that one Hiru Goala and his mistress have been fined by 
Baboo Brojendrokumar Dey only Rs. 25 and Rs, 10 respectively for import. 
ing smuggled wine from Burdwan and keeping a wine depot in Bainchi. 
This lenient punishment has encouraged Hiru. 
84. A correspondent of the same paper says that the candidates who 
eo appeared in the upper primary, middle 
wee nconveniences in examinations rex Vernacular scholarship, and minor scholarship 
, examinations recently held in Tumluk had to 
suffer much inconvenience. The candidates had to sit on dusty carpets, and 
at intervals of half a foot from one another. The question papers were als0 
torn in parts, and the candidates were supplied with different parts by turns. 
This was very inconvenient to the students. Cannot the candidates claim 
compensation for such inconveniences when have they paid fees for the 
examinations ? 


85. The Prabhait, of the 16th March, takes the Lieutenant-Governot 
to task for declaring his inability to grant pro 
: 7 ioe acarag du and promotion motion to certain deserving members of the 
in the Subordinate Educational Service. . ° ° 
Subordinate Educational Service, and to crealé 
certain new posts in that service owing to lack of sufficient funds. The 
measures above referred to had been promised from a long time past, a ) 
yet His Honor could not carry them out. But how, while pleading lack 0 
funds, could he almost in the same breath sanction a large expenditure 02 
schools for the benefit of European and Eurasian boys ? 


86. The same paper directs the attention of the Lieutenant-Governe 

of the North-Western Provinces to the a 

The Subordinate Judge of Debra sity of checking the high-handedness of Mr 

a a1 hra Dut 

Laidman, the Subordinate Judge of Dehr: 

who quite recently violently abused in open Court three Rajput resegn ; 
peceues they had ventured to appeal to the High Court against on¢ ° 

ecisions, 
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g7, The Samvad Prabhékar, of the 16th March, says that both zemin- 

- dars and ryots prayed for a postponement o 

The Tenancy B the Tenancy Bill, but Lord Dufferin paid no 
their plac bg , a i of opinion that Lord Dufferin 

to be easily shaken from his purpose. But the writer thinks 
ostponement would not have produced any good effect, for all the members 
af the Coan pe ae tts 0g Nona: a passing the Bill, and there 

o likelihood of their changing their minds. 

a 88, The Mussulman Bandhu, of the 16th March, repeats the 
of statement of the Moslem Herald of Madras 
India. that Mahomedans fought against Arabi 
pacha in Bgypt, defeated him and made him prisoner. But unsympa- 
thising Englishmen now call these Mahomedans untrue to their salt. 
The Mahomedans of India have very little sympathy with Mahomet Ahamud, 
and the Mahomedans 1n general do not consider him as the Mahdi. 

89, The same paper says = —_ gest hog his speech at Bombay 
showed great sympathy with the Mahomedans, 
} whom he considered much _ behind other 
~~ eh ae “ hi porhay them og The or is anxious 
0 see will take to improve their condition. 

9), The same paper says that the ryots pay something to the 
gomastas, because they keep their accounts 
and do them good in various ways.. But they 
are not bound by law to pay. If the Patwari Bill is passed, the ryots 
will have to pay heavily for keeping their accounts. If a gomasta agrees 
to keep the accounts for one pice, a patwari is sure to demand much more. 
The gomasta does not take his Aesabana from every ryot, but the patwari 
will not spare any one. Government considers the condition of the ryots in 
Behar to be very wretched, but still it wants to impose a new cess upon them. 
- patwari system will increase the difficulties of the ryots. The writer 
pm Cig sg hog to entrust petty officers with the discharge of 
nd ae : uty, Reo : pos officers are sure to side with zemindars 

Jl, A correspondent writing to the same paper notices that Baboo 
The Healmaster of Bogra and the Govinda Chandra Mitra, the head-master of 
Msonedan teachers of the Haripur the Bogra zillah school, pushed by the neck 
a Hedayat Ulla, the Mahomedan teacher of 
“ig , “ mee ecause one of his pupils spilt ink by accident on the 
oad ogra school, where the upper primary and the vernacular 
— ° ne were being held, and because when the head- 
66 ed the boy the teacher remonstrated with him. The writer 

s that, when th 

» When the teacher went to institute a suit against th : 
master, he induced him to desi , pegarem the head 
Writer appeals to th oo oe 2 ee 
it >the people of Bogra to move the Government on th 
udject, He thinks that th Mah ls 
dik the Whee) e Mahomedans have fallen very low, otherwise 

medan teacher and the pupils, who were about 150 in 


Dumber, ‘Aer 
" bh a. one of their co-religionists being so greatly maltreated 
_% The Chiru Farté, of the 16th March, is almost entirely taken 
ite in Mymensingh, up with an account of the great fire which, on 
Mymensinch, and F Saturday last (14th March), broke out in 
Nearly a thonsamd hs uced the greater portion of that town to ashes. 
af about twent ; Pte p have been burnt down, and property to the value 
entire mass of a J, rupees has been destroyed. The whole town is one 
Lumber of those a here has been also loss of human life, though the exact 
sé who have perished has not been yet ascertained; countless 


IT and ( . ° : 
| omesti¢ animals have perished. The proprietor of the town did 
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not make any arrangements to put down the fire. Many police o 
remained as indifferent spectators. But not so Mr. Stack, the yr 
Superintendent of Police, who spared no efforts to extinguish the fj 

p vanagh : : g € ire, One 
cannot help feeling the highest respect for him when one remembers }; 
noble efforts, his light-handedness, and his courage on that occasion. Mess " 
Stack, Reiley and Maud and Baboos Gopal, Rakhal, and Shyama Churn vith 
the assistance of a few coolies managed, with great difficulty, to save the local 
gunpowder shop. The Magistrate, the Medical Officer, the school-hy 5 
the Brahmos, and the Commissioners of the local municipality rendered = 
siderable assistance to the sufferers in that hour of distress. 

93. The Navavibhakar, of the 16th March, says that the publicatio, 
of the amended Self-Government Bill in th 
Calcutta Gazette has led it to hope thatthe 
Lieutenant-Governor will now do something final about the matter of self. 
government, The writer has become so impatient that he will be relieved by 
the passing of the Bill in any form. It is gratifying to observe that Gover. 
ment has paid heed to the criticism made upon the Bill, and some of the 
defects poined out have been removed. It eppears to the writer that 
Government does not desire to begin with Union Committees, and to end 
with District Boards ; but to begin with District Boards and to end with 
Union Committees. The writer has always been of opinion that the Union 
Committees should be formed first of all, and that the members of the Local 
Boards should be elected by the Union Committees, and the District Boards 
should be composed of members elected by the Local Boards. The writer 
thinks that Mr. Macaulay adopted the above course in the original Bill, 
Did the Commission, composed of Mr. Westmacott and others, say that the 
Self-Government Boards could not be built upon the foundation of the 
Union Committees? The writer thinks that the qualifications for the men- 
bership of the Local Boards should be lowered a little. It should also be 

rovided that Municipal Commissioners will be able to become members of 
pte and District Boards. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that the 
Chairman of the District Board should be appointed by Government. He 
is completely against the election of the Chairman of the District Board by 
the members. ‘lhe writer says that if Government is bent upon reserving 
to itself the right of electing the Chairman of the District Board, any other 
man than the Magistrate should be appointed as such. When the Magis 
trate will have the power of superintending the work of the Self-Govern- 
ment Boards, and when he will exercise authority over them, his appointment 
as Chairman of the District Board will amount to his being appointed as the 
Superintendent of his own work. The Bill gives great power to the 
Magistrate and the Commissioner, A little reduction of their power 
will not be injurious to the interests of self-government. The writer 
recommends that the Board should have the power of dismissing the Chair- 
man, and the self-government assemblies should have some authority over 
the police. If the Union Committee is given some authority over the village 
chowkidars, the Local Board over the sub-divisional police, and the District 
Board over the district police, the work of the police will probably be better 
dore. The writer desires that the money spent upon the police should be 
spent through these Boards, and that the police should be compelled to ac 
according to the instructions of these Boards. If this is done, there will be 
no obstacle in the way of Government administration, while the oppression ° 
the police will be considerably diminished. 

94, The same paper says that it is certain that Government will hare 
mainly to depend upon the native soldiers. 
Among the 125,000 native soldiers, there 
is not a single high officer. The posts of havildar and ressaldar, which are 
the highest posts in the Military Department that are open to natives, carry 
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11 salaries and small honour. Because the native soldiers are not 
a ed, persons belonging to respectable families do not enter the army. At 
ae ‘hose natives only. who cannot earn bread in any other way enter the 

. An English military officer writing to the Statesman has alluded to 
9 ‘iespait of natives caused by the want of a real military career 
for them. The writer says that if Government wants to increase. its 
strength, it should form new native brigades, aud try to increase the fighting 

wer of the old native soldiers. It should also furnish native soldiers with 
irms as good as those with which the English soldiers are armed. The native 
havildars and ressaldars should be completely trusted. 

93. The same paper says that Mr. Beverley and Dr. Lidderdale, who 
were appointed as Government representatives 
to the Enquiry Commission, said that the 
Municipal Commissioners could not be found fault with. But as the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor would have discredited this statement if this was plainly declared, 
they had to write a report that would be acceptable to both sides, and that 
would put an end to the controversy. The writer is of opinion that they have 
succeeded in attaining their object, inasmuch asthe chief opponent of the 
Municipality, Mr. Justice Cunningham, has ended his quarrel with it by 
apologizing for his conduct before the Health Association the other day. 
Mr. Justice Cunningham hasin that speech unequivocally praised the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners, and has regretted the unjust statements made by him 
in the petition against the Municipality. The improvements which have been 
effected by the Municipal Commissioners are not ordinary. Mr. Justice 
Cunningham wants that there should be men to point out the faults of the 
Commissioners. Every one desires that the rate-payers should have authority 
over the Municipal Commissioners. It is necessary to. respect the 

opinion of the rate-payers, but not that of a few hostile foreigners. Among 

the 500,000 inhabitants of Calcutta, only some 50 cried against the Muni- 
pality. The opinion of the remaining 499,950 should be more respected. 

96. The same paper says that Maharani Surnomoyi requested, at the 

Dr. Costes and the hostel for leay He Of making her grant for the benefit of 
medical students, y native ladies intending to study medicine, that 
as there was no expectation of finding many 

lady students who had passed the First Arts Examination, a sepatate examina- 
hon might be devised for those who had passed only the Entrance Examina- 
lon, and that those ignorant of the English language might be trained as sick 
a Both these requests will be complied with. All these students 
will be accommodated in the hostel. Accommodation within the College 
a will be very convenient to the lady students. The whole country 
vl re the Maharani for this good service. But one _state- 
has said: é Principal, Dr. Coates, has alarmed the writer. The Doctor 
. a I cannot but believe that the ladies to be educated here, 
=. _ A alleviating the sufferings of their fellow countrymen, 
cg e the most potent and certain means of breaking ithe 
gee af caste.” If Dr. Coates means to make the lady students 
the oi acon of breaking the barriers of caste” with the money of 
Medical Cal and if thisbe the result of sending native women to the 
sorry, ege, the people, the Maharani, and Government alike will be 
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a. The same paper says that it has always desired that a medical 
cits “tl man as Coroner of Cal. man should be appointed the Coroner of 


. Calcutta. i 4 
appointment of Dr. Chambers mj _—— Bic this reason it is glad at the 


on © same paper says that the zemindars of Behar have been more 
teminda °F Bill and the Bebar injured than the zemindars of Bengal by tlie 
passing of the Tenancy Bill. The Maharajahs 
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of Doomraon and Durbhunga are very much grieved at this. The COndition 
of Behar is quite different from that of Bengal. It being s0, Government 
has committed a great mistake in applying the same law to both the pro- 
vinces. The dissatisfaction of the Behar zemindars is not at all desirable. 

99. The same paper learns from the Lndian Union of Allababad tha 

Bhistees of Benares forcibly sent to the bhistees of Benares are being forcib] 
the Soudan. sent to the Soudan. Owing to this, som 
bhistees have fled and others have hid themselves. The people are 
suffering great inconvenience owing to this. On the occasion of the lag 
Afghan war, some officious officials forcibly sent labourers to the seat of wa 
in this manner. This oppression was stopped when found out. The write, 
hopes that Government will soon put an end to the present oppression. 

100. A correspondent of the Som Frakash, of the 16th March, says 
that the people of this country have a no.- 
tion that famines, plagues, and othe 
calamities occur owing tothe sins of the sovereign. Famines may occur 
owing to two reasons :—(1) When there is no means of importing grain 
from other places into the province where there has been a failure of crops; 
(2) when the people have no money with which to buy grains thus 
imported. When famine occurs owing to any of these reasons, and not 
owing to universal failure of crops, the sovereign or Government must be 
held mainly responsible for the distress. Government is surely responsible 
for afamine due to the first cause, inasmuch as itis its duty to facilitate 
communication by the construction of roads, &c. Government must be held 
responsible also for a famine due to the second cause, inasmuch as the 
people can never be steeped in poverty if the country is well administered, 
and if Government does not suck dry the lifeblood of the people. The 
famines which occur now in this province do not proceed from want of food, 
but want of money. It is not true that there has been a bad harvest in every 
part of Burdwan. Still there is considerable distress in that district. The 
correspondent learns that the poor people are not deriving any benefit from 
the opening of places for free distribution of food in different parts of 
Burdwan, as having sold their clothes owing to distress before the opening 
of those places they cannot go out of their houses. 

101. Another correspondent of the same paper says that sufferings 

Scarcity of food and water as well 10m scarcity of water in Beerbhoom are as 
as of straw in Beerbhoom. great as sufferings from scarcity of food. lt 
has become very difficult to procure straw. The people cannot. determine 
how they will be able to save their cattle. 

102. The same paper says:—Upon hearing of the distress in Beer- 
bhoom, we have sent a man there. But 
he has found no distress in the localities 
which he has visited. But he says that he has heard that distress 


Government and famines. 


The distress in Beerbhoom. 


, prevails among the Bawri class. Sir Rivers Thompson and the officials 


say that there will be no distress in Beerbhoom. Sir Rivers has witnessed 
the condition of Beerbhoom with his own eyes. Believing in the words 
of the officials and of our correspondent, we have come to the conclusion 
that the distress is not really such as it is rumoured to be. But we cannot 
say that those who are extremely poor will not suffer distress, inasmuch 
as there have not been good harvests in Beerbhoom and Burdwan for the 
last two or three years. Cultivators suffer if there is not a g0 
harvest. The sufferings of those who are pinched will imereas 
more and more. ‘Their sufferings will not come to an end so long as there 
is not a good harvest of aws crops in Bhadra or Asvin of 1292 (Bengali era). 
It being so, Sir Rivers Thompson should have an eye upon them. 
After proper enquiry, relief should be eranted to those who are really 
suffering from distress. Money should not be wasted. But we must 59 
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ernment should not consider the rumours about the distress to 
that — ‘ely false and sit silent. On the occasion of the Orissa famine, 
be mgt 4 snant-Governor, Sir Cecil Beadon, was deceived by thinking 
* ais will be cast upon Government if even a single subject dies of 
ee owing to the negligence of the officials. 


me paper referring to the passing of the Rent Bull says 
nosh weeds that i ‘eiiailoaiis of Sir Rivers Dheasuns’s 
The Bent Bill elory has been erected. But the banner 
t glory of Lord Dufferin and the zemindars of Bengal and Behar has been 
oe The disgrace of Lord Dufferin is that he has not exercised his 
yn judgment in the matter of the Rent Bill. Every line of the Bull 
ial brands the zemindars as oppressive. But the Bill will brand 
Soremnment with infamy also. Government has made provision for 
facilitating the realization of rent in the khas mehals, but it has made no 
such provisions for the benefit of the zemindars. Is not this disgraceful 
Has not Government learnt from the conduct of its own ryots that the ryots 
withhold rent 2 Why has Government been compelled to appoint a separate 
nunsiff in each sub-division for deciding suits for arrears of rent ? 


104. The same paper quotes from the letter of its travelling corre- 
s larbarous custom of the Rajabs of Spondent the following description of a 
Guat in Orissa barbarous custom of the Rajahs of Gurjat 
in Orissa. The correspondent says: “ When these Rajahs hear that 
any of their subjects (except Mussulmans) of whatever caste has got a 
handsome daughter, they send a man and settle the price of the girl 
with her parents and bring her to the zenana. The price in no case 
exceeds Rs. 100.” He also says that the sons born of these women 
obtain jagirs when they come of age and lead idle lives. All the sons 
so born are grossly ignorant. ‘The Hditor is surprised that Government 
does not put an end to such a custom by friendly advice or by force. 


105. The same paper says that the reform of the India Council has 
ase become indispensable like the reform of the 
: Indian Legislative Councils. The Provincial 
Governors of India generally become members of the India Council after 
leaving India. The views of those Englishmen who have lived long in 
India, says the Editor, become the opposite of liberal. It being so, there is 
uo probability of the system of the administration of India being 
reformed if such men are appointed members of the India Council. 
Those who have not become full of prejudices by living in India, and 
ret have obtained experience by devoting themselves to the study of Indian 
questions should be appointed members of that Council. 


106. In criticising the article of Mr. Blunt in the Fortnightly 
zit: Blunt's article in the Fortnightly feview, on the subject of the Native States 
a _ of India, the Samaya, of the 16th March, 
arks that the accounts given therein are not exaggerations. Mr. Blunt 
20 the British Government for many things, and his censures 
the ry oubtedly just. The great fault of the English in India is that 
“oll not sympathise with the natives, and no good can be expected by 
the vata unless the English sympathise with them. Mr. Blunt considers 
the Bnplish of Native States as better than that of British India, though 
for re ea spending large sums of money for the spread of education, 
of the ki ty of communication, and for the development of the resources 
and they wo A en reason is simply this: The English do not live in India, 
ni with the bed ge for the natives. The natives are quite willing 


tix With them, oglish, But English officers do not evince a desire to 
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107. The same paper observes that the aspirations of the natives of 
oy ee Bengal have become an eyesore to a certain 
ee section of Englishmen. Whenever the 
natives undertake a good measure, these Englishmen try their best to thwart 
it. But the policy of the British Government is to teach the people self. 
help in matters of government and not to create discontent. But unfory. 
nately the government of the country is being entrusted in the hands of 
young people who are wanting in that experience which is essential to, 
ruler. They devote their whole time to passing the examination, and afte 
passing it they become rulers at once. Under such circumstances the standarj 
of age for the candidates for the Civil Service Examination should be raised 
The lowering of the standard of age has practically excluded natives fron 
the Civil Service. Lord Lytton was at the root of this exclusion. The write 
becomes very glad when he finds any one of his countrymen filling a high 
office. He thinks that there is no probability of natives filling high offices 
like those filled by Rajah Navakishen, Ganga Govind Sing, and Rajah Ry 
Ballabh. This is not owing to any deterioration in native worth. The English 
are doing their best to give the people a good education, and to make them 
civilized, but if they prevent the natives from reaping the benefits of education 
and civilization, it would seem that the spread of education and civilization js 
not the object of their policy. The natives are loyal to the Queen, and they 
cannot believe that the policy of her Government could be _ onesided, 
Unfortunately there are very few who are able and willing to support 
the cause of the natives. Lord Ripon may take up their cause in England, 
and so the natives should do their best to agitate the question of the age of 
the Civil Service candidates at this time. The officers in high position | 
generally give the high posts to their friends and relations. The policy of 
Government is not to make any distinction of caste, colour and creed. The 
writer concludes the article with the remark that if Government wounds the | 
feelings of natives, they will be discontented, and there will be ill-fecling 
between them and their rulers. This is certainly not desirable. The 
English have raised expectations in the minds of natives, and they 
should fulfil these expectations by raising the standard of age for the 
Civil Service Examination. 


108. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has greatly disappointed 
the hopes of natives by passing the Tenancy 
Bill in spite of the universal feeling of dissatis- 
faction against the Bill. Every one was re-assured by the utterances of his 
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‘ Lordship that. he would not be swayed by the opinions of others, but would 


do only what he thought proper. 


109. The same paper is sorry that the post of Coroner of Calcutta 
has been given to Dr. Chambers, instead 
of being given to an able native officer. 


110. Acorrespondent writing to the same paper from Jalalpur 1 
Khulna complains that a hyena carried off 8 
calf from that place and attacked sev 
persons at Kanaidiya and Magura Chand Kati. The writer condemps 
the imposition of the Arms Act, and asks Lord Dufferin to save humad 
lives from destruction by wild animals by repealing that measure. 


The Coroner of Calcutta. 


A byena at Khulna. 


111. A correspondent of the same paper complains that 70 of 
Punjabees plundering Bengalis at 80 Punjabees got into a carriage .! 


Paredahs. _ vailway train at Paradaha,  gecmag 


Bengalis that were in it, assaulted them rather severely, an noe - 


fly away. The station-master and the police offiders who stood by 


( “8 } 
The police said that the Punjabees had passes from 


interfere at all. 


Goren he Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 16th March, remarks that, as 


sd Rigen and is opponents i it was in India, so it has been in England also; 


eal the people have begun to hold festive de- 
ponstrations in honour of Lord Ripon. Nobody can deny that Lord Ripon’s 
Indian policy has been eminently successful. The very detractors of that 
licy in the English press, notably the Times and the St. James's Gazette, 
ystify to the fact by their incoherent ravings and impotent abuses. That 
lic bas its supporters both in England and India, and their number is 
st considerable. If not completely free from defects, that or is at least 
better than any followed by any other Governor-General of India. If Lord 
Dufferin, who knows almost all about India, and is well acquainted with the 
features of the policy of his predecessor, adopts it after due consideration 
‘nthe work of administration, the world will be convinced of the utter 
noreasonableness of its opponents. By condemning Lord Ripon, who is 
being praised by the great majority of the English people, the Zimes is only 
injuring its own reputation, and the loyalty of the people of India to 
British rule which Lord Ripon laboured so much to stimulate, and to 
which Russians, according to. Mr. Vambery, attach the greatest importance. 
It behoves the Zmes to consider that in case of u Russian invasion of India 
the disaffection of Anglo-Indians which Lord Ripon is supposed to have 
ereated will not matter much, for Anglo-Indians cannot, merely to spite 
Lord Ripon, desert the British Government, upon which depends their own 
existence, but that the people of India are not bound by any natural ties 
to the British Government, that the subversion of that Government 
will not necessarily mean the destruction of India, that their connec- 
tion with that Government will last only as long as they feel respect 
for it, and that the moment this feeling is destroyed Russian and. English- 
man will appear all the same to them. If Lord Ripon has really succeded 
in increasing their loyalty tothe British Government, he has certainly 
thereby strengthened that Government and the man who could blame him 
oe ree this great work by peaceable means, and at con- 
Emit sell sacrifice, must be regarded as an enemy of the British 
113, The same paper remarks that there would not be any very great 
The Tenancy Act, objection oe - one soe of the commu- 
si nity were likely to benefit by the passin 
. we ny Bill into law. But the supers, it appears, A not destined 
the = parhaty, but to ruin everybody. The Tenancy Act will injure 
hye OD ‘ and ruin the intermediate tenant. The former will now be 
Ther i ue the rents of the latter up to the limit of 90 per cent. 
cle 7 eoeee of litigation, and agricultural tenants will be com- 
: ; wiles at the mercy of the zemindar. The provisions regarding 
dis a which were originally proposed to be conferred upon the 
ie heoets en 80 altered and restricted that they will now more injure 
Act the status a Frisk will indeed be enabled to acquire under the 
10m the moment of esi tenant, bat their miseries will commence 
termediate tent ” acquiring that status, for as soon as they become 
Ss, the zemindar will be entitled to enhance their rents 


W to 90 . enhat 
nin upon - bcd The Act will produce endless litigation and bring 


The Lom he same paper observes that the Local Self-Government Bill 
Self-Government Bill. will probably be shortly passed into law. The 


Originally fen. liberal principles on which the measure was 
© Out of 4 aoe have been in the present Bill considerably restricted. 


© 46 districts under the Lieutencnt-Governorship of Bengal, in 
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only sixteen does the Bill propose to introduce Local Boards and the 
elective system. Many more districts certainly ought to have been given 
these privileges. Business will not be properly managed if Local Board are 
not established in large districts like Mymensingh. It is not easy to see wh 
Government has not conferred the privileges referred to upon Bhagulpore 
Mymensingh, Barrisal, Furreedpore, Commillah, Pubna, and other similar 
districts, considering that they have been given to Beerbhoom and Bankoorg 
The authorities ought to have seen that at least in those districts where the 
elective system had proved successful in municipalities, the same system 
would prove successful in the case of Local Boards also. As regards th 
introduction of the elective system, much injustice has been done to the 
District Boards. Considering the large powers which the Bill proposes to yes 
in Magistrates in the matter of sanctioning estimates of expenditure, an{ 
in the Lieutenant-Governor as regards the appointment of Chairman, 
Government could easily confer the right of electing their Chairmen upon 
the members of Local Boards. It would be well if the members of the 
Boards were given the right under proper safeguards of imposing taxes, 
This would increase their importance, and enable them, with the consent of 
the local tax-payers, to construct many such works of public utility as do 
not now receive the attention of Government. It is to be regretted that 
Government, while it is entrusting many duties to the Local Boards, is not 
taking steps to provide them with adequate funds. 
ANANDA Bazar 115. The same paper remarks that the two great objections to the 
Phage Tenancy Act are (1) that it will injure the 
, The Tenancy Act. : 

tenant for whose benefit it has been passed, 
and (2) that ithas been passed in utter disregard of the protests of every 
native of Bengal. If these two points are established, the Government 

will be found to have acted very unjustly in passing the measure. 
ASsees Beane 116. The same paper says: It was with some sorrow that the members 
of the Legislative Council, except Sir Rivers 
Thompson, passed the Tenancy Bill into law. 
Sir Rivers expressed his joy on that occasion. His Honour jestingly 
remarked that, in the opinion of the Maharajah of Durbhunga, if instead 
of passing the Bill the ryots were left at the mercy of zemindars they 
would be benefited. Of late Sir Rivers has become very fond of jokes 
and witticisms. The other day at the Trades’ Dinner he made himsel 
exceedingly merry at the expense of Lord Jesus Christ. When the whole 
world was mourning the loss of General Gordon, he was amusing himedl 
with dancing and singing. When the sufferers from famine in Burdwar 
were sending forth dolorous outcries, he was amusing himself in Burdwan 
and other places. When, therefore, the members of the Legislative Council 
were expressing their sorrow, some at the thought of the injury that would 
be done to the zemindar, some at the thought of the wrong that would 
be done to both zemindar and ryot, and others at the thought of the eri 
consequences that would result to the ryot, why should Sir dives 
se Thompson not be beside himself with joy ? ; 
“PATRIKAL 117. The same paper remarks that India affords to Englishmen 4 
field wherein to try experiments, Bir Fw 
James Stephen simply tried an experimé 
when he introduced his novel Criminal Procedure Code, which ‘ 
reduced tens of millions of people in this country to the condition 
Carolina slaves. That thousands of people prematurely die in the } ‘a 
this country is due to the fact that here also an experiment is being ie 
The passing of the Tenancy Bill is also avowedly an experiment. ee 
Avetne Baten 118. In a petition to the Governor-General preter 2 L: oe 
The Tenancy Bill. paper, and purporting to have Det } 
: a large ne es of ryots of the Nuddea 7 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


Englishmen experimenting on India. 
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‘nt out (1) that the mariner in which the Tenancy Act 
rich, the ayy transfer of te in the land will not benefit the ryots, 
rovides for her injure them by interfering with the operation | of local 
hut will rat e ‘, favourable to them in this respect ; (2) that the Act will 
custom where indat to deprive the tenant of his occupancy right and to 
enable the —ors . that (8) the cost of the proposed survey will press 
enhance his "a ryots, and (4) that the cost of registering permanent 
heavily ue the law proposed for that purpose will harass the ryots, who 
tenures UD nonsequennce of that law be involved in litigation, The writers 
will also 1 + oak that the effect of the new legislation will be to ruin the 
further Pe Nuddea district, most of whom are pykast tenants, whose hold- 
pore liable to summary sale by the zemindar for arrears of rent. 

The Surabhi, of the 17th March, says that it spoke in its last 
behaviour issue of Lady JDufferin’s courteous treat- 

ment of natives. Her Excellency recently 
o the wife of Maharajah Narendra Krishna at his house, and 
h that lady for about an hour and a half. 


Lad Dofferin’s courteous 
towards natives. 
paid a visit t 
conversed. wit 


190. The sawe paper condemns the proposal for the increase of the’ 


ue for the BL, examine fee for the B. L. examination to Rs. 100. 
_ : There is still, says the writer, a class of persons 
‘a this country who consider education only as the means of earning money. 
They consider the expenses of education, which does not now often enable 
persons to earn money, as waste of money. Any increase of the fee under 


these circumstances is inadvisable. — e , : 
19]. Thesame paper, referring to Maharani Surnamoyi’s munificent 


he hostel ‘for female medical onation for the erection of the hostel for 
students. female medical students, says that it hopes 
that this will enable a large number of native females to study medicine. 
122, The same paper says:—Sir Alfred Lyall, the Lieutenant- 
Sir Alfred Lyall and Sir Rivers Governor of the North-Western Provinces, is 
Thompson. sensible and just. He is impartial. He 
does not see merits only in his countrymen and faults only in natives, as 
Sir Rivers Thompson does. In criticising the character of native newspapers, 
he has said that though these papers write many things against Anglo- 
Indians, they do not show their disloyalty to Government by displaying 
reverence towards it. Let Sir Rivers Thompson learn from fir Alfred 
Lyall that the British Government and “Anglo-Indians are, not the 
one and same, and that the reproof administered by natives to guilty 
Eoglishmen does not show their disloyalty. ; 
123. The same paper says:—Kveryone is admitting that Sir Rivers 
The Government of India and Sir —/0Ompson has let off Mr. Beadon owing 
geal Thompeon's Resolution about either to partiality or to tenderness. Every-one 
eee See is blaming the Lieutenant-Governor for this. 


z are very glad to see that Sir Rivers Thompson’s superiors are very much 
ispleased at this conduct and have strongly reproved him. The Govern- 
a of India has recorded a minute criticising Sir. Rivers Thompson’s Re- 
, ape on the conduct of Mr. Beadon. The Government of India says that 
agg girnet to “take serious notice” of Sir Rivers Thompson's 

—“ he Government of India considers the punishment awarded to 

"Yeadon to be “far too lenient.” The India Government has 


ona the Lieutenant-Governor to consider whether Mr. Beadon 
a ho allowed to remain in such an important and responsible 
a thi a of the Superintendent of the Presidency Jail. Weare very glad 
cleatly ‘adic of the Government of India. This action of Lord Dufferin 
pe : lcates that he will administer India in a just spirit like 
Goremor to 4 We hope that pressure from above will compel the Lieute- 

° do that justice which the clamours of hundreds of thousands of 
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persons could not make him do. We expect to see Mr. Beadon s00n 
removed from the Presidency Jail, = re 

124. The same paper says that it is very gratifying to observe that the 

Pioneer bas now found out the real loyal 
The loyalty of natives. of Indians. There is no nation in the worl 
which is so loyal as Indians. Let Hagland govern India for Indians, and 
millions of Indian soldiers will appear at her summons and drive away any 
enemy. 
125. The same paper says that, immediately upon arriving in India 
; Lord Dufferin promised to consider well the 
ne, subject of the Rent Bill before he passed it 
But by passing the Bill so hurriedly he has not kept that promise, [tig 
true that the Bill had long been under the consideration of the public, 
But the Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, has not been sufficiently 
discussed. The Rent Bill is a very important measure. The Bill, in the form 
in which it has been passed, has satisfied neither the zemindar, nor the ryot, nor 
the middleman. It is true that the Bill will give some advantages to the 
ryots, but the ryots will not be really benefited by it. The zemindar 
have been deprived of rights which they consider sacred, still the ryots have 
not been proportionately benefited. The Bill willinjuriously affect the middle 
class, who are the backbone of the province. 

126. The Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 17th March, says that English. 
men in India are trampling the Queen's 
proclamation under their feet. Their parti- 
ality to their countrymen is an obstacle to the peace and prosperity of the 
natives. Instances of partiality to Englishmen are apparent in every 
direction. European murderers rarely receive any punishment at all. The 
planters have now contracted a habit of shooting natives by mistaking them 
for wild animale, and these Europeans are punished with a fine of Rs. 200. 
Even in the Education Department Europeans occupy all the high 
posts. Mr. Robson has been appointed Principal of the Hooghly College 
in —— of the claims of the Revd. Lalbihari Dey because he is a native. 
The high appointments in the Revenue Department are monopolized by 
Europeans. Not even a single native has yet been allowed to enrol himself asa 
— The natives are still ignorant of the rudiments of the science 
of war. ; 

127. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 17th March, says that the natives 


Oem go Sa simply cry in the wilderoess when they pray 
se for anything to the officers of Government. 
People who have received an English education are under the impression 


that the natives cannot do without the assistance of Government 
The writer asks these men to read Spencer’s Socialism carefully, and to learn 
that it is not possible to obtain the support of Government in matters 
of social reform. The writer asks those connected with the press not to attempt 
to move Government officers. The English are foreigners and have 1 
sympathy with the people. They are traders and extremely hard-heartet. 
Yo invoke their aid is foolishness. It always ends in disappointment. Were 

the English not cruel, could they spend the money collected for & 

relief of famines in impious war in Egypt, and in extending the frontiers» 
Afghanstan, while thousands of men fell victims to starvation ? To move the 
English is impossible. With all their kind-heartedness the English 
traders. Disinterested kindness is unknown to them. They must have s0@” 
thing in exchange nven for their kindness. The Famine Fund 1s spent 10 
filling the pockets of Englishmen, and then with a very small portion of i 
which remains relief is granted to the poor in exchange for their hard labour. 
They make a profit even out of the relief works. They spend the resource : 


The oneesidedness of English policy. 


the Road Cess Committees in relief works, and waste the Famine Fond 
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= d cannot these 

onm™ he writer thinks that the labouring classes have means of 
relief ‘n Bengal, but the middle-class men are in utter want. No one 
gubsisten0e necessity of relieving the middle-class people. Some 
7 gn - Per men in Burdwan formed themselves into an association with 
noble a relieving the distress of the middle-class people. But the 
' veiation has not yet obtained much support from the public. The writer 
soci the efforts of Mr. Coxhead, and prays for his prosperity, But he con- 
fr son there are about 20,000 persons (including females and children), 
f o suffering all the agonies of starvation with no one to look to 
rc ' Rither the Magistrate should devote a portion of the funds placed at 
his disposal to the relief of these sufferers, or charitable men should come 
forward to relieve them. 

198, The same paper does not understand for whose benefit has the 
Tenancy Bill been passed into law, when both 
the zemindars and ryots are opposed to it. 

199, The Prabhdit, of the 20th March, says that the Financial State- 


: ment apprehends that there may be some 
Shs Fianaciel Ptatemen™ necessity for increasing taxation next year. 
The writer therefore says that in that case the best way of obtaining a 
revenue would be to reimpose the import duties instead of imposing fresh 
burdens on the people of India with a view to give effect to the principles 
of free trade. 

130. The Samedd Prabhékar, of the 20th March, thinks that the 


se. tend Gl Goverument “BAt Local Self-Government Bill has assumed a 


much better form now that it has passed 
through the Select Committee. ‘The writer says that all his expectations 


have not been fulfilled. But he thinks that more could not be expected from 
a man like Sir Rivers Thompson. Provision has been made for giving a 
better constitution to the District and the Local Boards. The Act is to 
extend to 17 districts, but the writer does not understand why Mymensing 
has been excluded from the privilege of local self-government. ‘The 
Belect Committee did not accept the recommendations of the public as to 
the election of Chairman in their entirety. The section regarding the 
election of the Chairman of the Local Board has given satisfaction. 
131. The Bangabdst, of the 21st March, is struck dumb at the con- 
Fanioe in Bengal, duct of the Government of Bengal in the 


ne ; matter of the famine. Sir Rivers Thompson is 
indifferent to the sufferings and to the agonies of death brought about by 
son. What are the people to think of this? Are they to think that 
“aly ies: does not believe in the stories of death from starvation ? 

A @ official papers prove the contrary. They show conclusively that 
public officers are aware of the real state of things. Government appoint- 


ed the Famine — , Vovernme 
England to it is ges at a great cost, and appointed picked men from 


og eal ae! was appointed after the terrible famine in Madras. 
to the Ags submitted an able report, and every one must bow 
is ria of the Commission on matters connected with the manage- 
rin, Tt famines. The Commission attributes famines to scarcity of 


. ov 18 8 matter of fact that the rainfall has b ty in th 
districts of Burd ain as been very scanty in the 
not admitte ite 7 aap Moorshedabad, and Nuddea. Sir Rivers has 


not deny it, for den : scarcity of rain in so many words, but he could 
now that 2h rt denial was impossible, and so Sir Rivers must be presumed to 
tufficient ang cen voareity of food in these districts owing to the want of a 

quantity of rain. Then there is the question of the stores of 
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food-grains. Mr. Beames admits that the stock of food-grains at Ramporehs 
has become very seriously reduced. The Magistrate of Beerbhoom says dis. 
tinctly that the stock will last for five months only. But these five months | 
are over, and still Sir Rivers makes no arrangement for relieving distress, 

The Famine Commission is explicit in its statement as to 4, 
causes of the famine. It says that there is no chance of scarcity with an 
ieght-anna crop. But scarcity is unavoidable if the crop is only fo, 
annas in any year. Then, again, if bad harvest continues for years togetho 
the suffering of the people must be very intense. Last year Burdwa, 
Bankoora, Beerbhoom, and Moorshedabad did not produce afullcrop. yi, 
year the state of things is much worse. The stocks of food-grain have hee, 
exhausted. The mahajans stopped their advances in August. If any rol. 
ance is to be placed on the opinions of the Famine Commission, the statemen; 
of Mr. Beames shows that intense famine prevails in Ramporehat, Ti, 
Government is aware of it. The writer says that the causes which in th 
opinion of the Famine Commission bring about famine are present ji 
several districts of Bengal, viz., want of rain, scantiness of produce, and 
exhaustion of stores. The official papers bear testimony as to they 
presence. Still the Government is indifferent. The writer does not 
understand what makes Sir Rivers commit this mistake. People ar 
dying in Bankoora and Beerbhoom for want of food. The cries of distress are 
heard on all sides. Sir Rivers should rouse himself to action. This is 
not the time for retiring to the hills. 

Baboo Krishna Chundra Banerji, the special famine correspondent of 
this paper, says that people are dying of starvation, but public officers are 
sleeping. No good cam be expected unless they shake off their lethargy, 
The rulers are not mindful of their duties. The newspapers of position 
and men of wealth in the country are not mindful of their duties ; the villagers 
are doomed to die of starvation. 

About four hundred men in Saugram in the Labhpore thana of 
Beerbhoom are in great distress. Fifty to 60 poor families have left the village. 
Able-bodied labourers have left it in quest of work. Application has 
been made to the Magistrate for relief, and for advances on the security 
of real property. Gedi Bewa of this village has died of starvation. The 
writer says that he saw Fudi Bewa on the point of death. He gives the 
names of those that are in great distress in the village. In the opinion of the 
writer relief should come in this village and in those similarly situated m 
three shapes, viz. in the shape of tuccavee advances to those who have real 
properties, in the shape of advances on bonds to those who have no property, 
and in the shape of distribution of rice to those who are incapable of work. 
Those that will not come to the public places of distribution should ge 
their suet of rice at home. 

he crop at Malgram was insignificant in 1289, eight annas in 1290, 
and three annas in 1291. There are 20 families of cultivators and 1) 
of labourers in this village. Some of the labourers who were employed in the 
silk factory in Gunutia have been thrown out of employ owing to the 
closing of the factory since January. Twelveor 13 families are starving. 
The bearer class are in great distress. | 

Lohar Sheik of the village of Duno has died of starvation. Naat 
Sheik also has shared the same fate. Kinu Sheik, Golabaddi Sheik, 
(A and B) have grown very weak for want of proper nourishment. 
are sure to die unless relieved within a short time. One hundred and 
men at Duno and 40 men in Malgram will have to starve from April. 

There are 3,500 cultivators in the villages of Rusulpur, Khoshkadax 
pur, anc Durbarpur. The produce in 1289 was estimated at eight annss, It 
1290 at eight annas, and at two annas in 1291. These men have been 10 
tress from August last. The closing of the factory at Gunutia has thrown m0) 
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ager together. Starvation will become general in the village in 


10 “. “si Samvodd Bahikd, of the 26th February, points out that 

ie the mehters of the Balasore Municipality 

qhe Balasore Municipality: are working better under the supervision of 

the present Municipal Commissioners than they used to do under that 

of the old Commissioners. ji : 

133. The same paper regrets that the purity of the Ooriya language 

is being marred by the use of school-books 

The Ooriya language ond Goria that are written in lBengalicised Ooriya. 

eC It therefore holds the present Joint-Inspector 
sf Schools of the Orissa Division responsible for this state of things, 

134, Referring to the resolution of Government on the alleged 

7 7 cruelties practised on prisoners in the 

— Presidency dail, the Utkal Dipikd, of the 28th 


February, makes the following remarks :— 


“It is amatter of regret that Government, instead of thanking the 
Statesman for the trouble it took to expose the cruelties practised on some 
of the prisoners of the Presidency Jail in its columns, have thought it 
proper to abuse that paper for publishing false or exaggerated statements 
regarding the same. ° : se Dima 
Really we are sorry to gather from the above resolution that Sir Rivers 
Thompson has no sympathy with newspapers that are conducted in 
an independent spirit. If the journals of Bengal follow the wishes 
of His Honour, a large number of secrets in different departments 
of Government will remain hidden from the public view, for no one will 
dare to publish them in any public newspaper.” 


135, The Sebaka, of the 4th March, makes the following remarks :— 
Cota in the Preaideony Sai “The resolution of the Bengal Government 
on the management of the Presidency Jail 

has been the subject of comment in almost all native papers in Bengal. 
It isa pity that in this controversy no one undertakes to suggest certain 
measures by which the moral reformation of the convicts may be effected. 
Our jails are nothing if we cannot convert them into reformatories, for no 
amount of punishment can conduce to the peace of a community unless 
the roots of evil be destroyed And how can this be done without the 
reformation of the criminals’ minds? This is a subject which should 


engage the attention of missionaries of all denominations.” 


136. Adverting to the re-assessment of the municipal tax that is 

The Cuttack Municipality. going on in some of the wards of the Cuttack 
Re the Gaines: Municipality, the OUtkal Déipikd remarks 
© Vommissioners engaged in that work should work together 


a to a fixed plan without exercising their. individual judgments, 
may lead to injustice in certain cases. 


137. In an article headed the ‘‘ Bengal Council,” the Utkal Darpan, 
of the 3rd March, makes the following 
remarks :—‘In our last issue we pointed 


constitution out to our readers certain defects in the 


a. oly the Bengal Council. We will furnish them this week 


alte , €xample of the defects. At the meeting of the Bengal 
ouncil held in the second week of February, Mr. MacDonnell asked leave 


introduc ' dee 
a ai by Bill for the reorganization of the system of canoongoes 


The motion was o d by th -official bi d 
“U pposed by the non-oilicial members an 
caly cane, official members, but the latter forming the majority 


The ‘tnt? } 
Couns astitation of the Bengal 


eir point. Thus those persons who have a permanent 


ployment. People have sold up everything to keep their 
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interest in the land were worsted by those who will probably leave the 
shores of India as soon as the term of their services expires. 

“Sir Rivers Thompson, we presume, believes that the Bill in question 
promises important reforms, and his official subordinates theref 


Ore h 
supported the measure, and so the courage of the non-officials in oe 


it proved of no avail, We therefore say that so long as the constitution of the 
Bengal Council is not altered, and the number of the non-official members 


is not increased, the present state of things which occasionally proves dety;. 
mental to the interests of the country will continue.” 


138, In an article headed “the Pp 
The post-office. Office,” the Sebaka makes the following 


remarks:-~ 


“It is acknowledged by all that the post-office is a useful ingt. 
tution. During the last fifty years it has brought different parts of India 
in close contact with one another. Not satisfied with the despatch and 
delivery of letters, books, and packets, the post-office has endeavoured tp 
confer other blessings on the Indian community. We allude to the system 
of postal money-order, value payable parcel, stock-notes, telegraphic money. 
order, saving banks, &. These useful reforms have been properly 
appreciated by the Indian people, and the income from these sources has 
increased accordingly, While thanking the Postal Department for all that 
they have done for our good, we must not be indifferent to the manifold 
responsibilities which they have assumed, and the staff of officials, who 
have been selected to discharge difficult duties in connection therewith, 
The arrest and melancholy death of Syam Sunder Mahapater, Sub Post 
master of Asureswar, in district Cuttack, who was guilty of defalcations by 
issuing false money-orders, and other instances of like nature, force us to the 
conclusion that the salaries of the postal officers, in charge of money: 
orders, saving banks, &c., must be so increased as to make it possible for 
respectable men, who may be above temptation, to enter the Postal Depart- 
ment. The post-office, whose income under different heads has 
increased of late, can, we believe, bear any additional cost that may be 
incurred on that account. ‘This is a subject which at once demands the 
serious attention of those of the authorities to whom the public look up 


for help, guidance, and government, so far as an important branch of cin! 
administration is concerned.” 
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